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Discuss the early roots of slavery in the colonies. Why was it needed and what was the process of an African in Africa becoming a slave in America? 
Slavery is thought to have been started in the ancient times when the Europeans, Asians, and other conquering armies found out that it was profitable to enslave captives than to kill them. Most the Jews families and Asian countries kept slaves who were used in carrying out different tasks within their houses or their fields. There is little known regarding the transfer of the Africans across the Atlantic. During the 16 century, there were millions of Africans who had been transported to the Americas where they were put under captive (Divine 61).
Since the colonies had long begun planting crops for export, they were in need of young African males since their lands were labor intensive.  The slaves more so the young men had proved to be able to perform hard physical labor, and so the colonial masters were happy about that.  Due to this reason, the number of males was many compared to those of the females (Divine 61). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Slavery was chiefly needed because the plantations needed a large supply of labor.  The colonies had large tracks of land that were tobacco plantations. There arose commercial ties with the European markets that meant that the colonies had to produce many products so that they could meet the demand that had risen.  There was also a need to have skilled labor and people could withstand the harsh conditions. Also, the enslavement of the Indians had earlier on proved not to be efficient and hence there was a need to have some other people brought to work in the vast lands. Because of the high demand for labor, there arose the demand for indentured servants and black slaves (Divine 82).  Majority of the slaves were shipped to Brazil, the Caribbean, and the Spanish Empire.
Why were women accused of being witches in the New Salem? What ended up happening to them?
In Massachusetts between 1692 and 1693, there arose the Salem witch trials that involved women who were accused of carrying out witchcraft. The trials saw some of them being executed although it was later confirmed that, the process of executing the women was an injustice. In 1692, a daughter and a niece of Revered Parris began to have "fits." They were reported to have uttered peculiar sounds and threw things around while posing in strange positions (Divine 97). With the people having experienced a strange occasion, a local doctor blamed such acts as to have been caused by a supernatural. The girls were put under pressure by Magistrate Jonathan Corwin where they accused three women to have inflicted them.
After the women were accused of inflicting the girls, they were brought before the magistrates where they were put under interrogation for several days. One of the accused women denied the accusations while another one confessed that the devil came to her and she signed to serve him. She also revealed that there were other women were looking for ways through which they could destroy the Puritans. All the three women were put behind bars (Divine 98). The issue was escalated to a new level as many other women were brought before the court and were found guilty. The women were later on hanged with the first person hanged been Bridget Bishop.
The Spanish had remained in America even though their gold expeditions were not as successful as imagined. What was the Spanish experience like as the colonies were growing?
At first the Spanish were defeated when they tried to conquer the Pueblo Indians, they resisted the invasion of the colonists. The Indians organized a rebellion whereby they drove the colonists away from their territory. After quite some time, the Spanish were able to come back and reconquer the Indians successfully. "Not until the year 1962 that the Spanish were able to conquer this fiercely contested area (Divine 113)." Spain's eagerness had been cooled down when they did not find the precious metal that they had come for. In 1565, the Spanish were forced to colonize St. Augustine, presently known as Florida, after they noticed the French were encroaching in the Southeast. However, this process of colonizing St. Augustine did not mature, but it marked the region as the first permanent European settlement area. After they had settled here, they brought other settlers and soldiers although the colony did not flourish as they had anticipated. Although they had built an impressive fort, it did not attract any additional settlers in the region.
In the 18th century, the Spanish outposts in North America were experiencing a slow growth rate. There were a few people such as the imperial administrators and some few Catholic priests who happened to travel to North America. However, those who happened to travel to the Northern provinces faced the danger the Indian attacks. Most of the colonist who came from Spain were male soldiers and happened to enter into a relationship with the Indian women since the European women rarely came to the frontier (Divine 113).  There arose a mixed race that was referred to as mestizos due to the relationships between the Spanish males and the Indian women.
The Enlightenment movement in Europe also affected the early British colonies. In what ways were the middle class influenced?
It is during this time that there arose Enlightenment thinkers who came up with basic assumptions. They came up with an explanation concerning the origin of sin, "the concept that they came up with replaced the concept of original sin with a more optimistic view of human nature (Divine 114)." Some of the institutions that the people had begun meant that it was possible to attain perfection in the world. There was a claim that people suffered simply because they had lost fundamental insights of reason (Divine 114). The thinking of these people eventually reached the colonies where they were received with mixed reactions from the people. It could be true to say that the middle-class people were influenced in the way they perceived sin and what was right or wrong.
To many of the Americans, the Enlightenment was meant to focus on the search for useful inventions, knowledge, and ideas. All these things were meant to improve the quality of the human life. It also gave birth to the media of that time such as the newspaper that was written by Benjamin Franklin. Now it was possible to spread news from one area to another across the colonies. For instance, Franklin was able to promote the spread of reason, courtesy of the newspaper that they were earlier on invented. This helped to keep the middle class informed.
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